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As originally built in 1846-47 by William Hall and Andrew Jones, this T-shaped 

house was the most elaborate double Greek Revival house in East Cambridge, 

combining unusual ornament and stock Greek Revival elements.  The original 

ornament lasted for a century but the facade was unfortunately stripped of much of its 

original decoration in the 1940s and covered with asbestos shingles; the recessed 

entries, pediments and entablatures survived. The sided exterior remained relatively 

untouched until 2015 when the property was purchased by Mass Arc 1, LLC, a real 

estate development investment company, with plans for a full gut renovation.  

 

After the renovation was underway, a group of Cambridge voters petitioned the 

Historical Commission to study the building for landmark designation. Designation of 

the property by the City Council as a Cambridge Landmark could protect the 

remaining original features of the buildingôs exterior and guide future owners in 

appropriate alterations and the potential for restoration of missing details. 
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Cambridge Historical Commission 
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Location and Status 

 

A. Address and Zoning 

 

The Jones-Hall houses at 66-68 Otis Street oc-

cupy two lots (24-129 and 24-130) totaling 

6,000 square feet on the south side of Otis be-

tween Third and Sciarappa streets. The zoning is 

Residence C-1, a multi-family district with a 

height limit of 35ô and a requirement of 1,500 

square feet of lot area per dwelling unit. The cur-

rent building is non-conforming due to limited 

setbacks. The combined assessed value in 2017 

was $2.16 million, of which $1.34 million was 

attributed to the building. Both were originally 

single-family houses but are now assessed as 

two-families. The Jones-Hall houses comprise a 

contribiting building in the East Cambridge 

National Register District. 

 

 
South side of Otis Street. 66-68 are second from left. 
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B. Ownership and Occupancy 

 

In October of 2015, Mass Arc 1, LLC purchased both 66 and 68 Otis Street. The deeds are rec-

orded in the Middlesex South Registry of deeds in Book 66187, Pages 301 and 434. Each side of 

the house has been converted to two units for a total of four. The two units in 66 are not yet oc-

cupied but are being marketed for sale for $1,675,000 and $1,475,000. The sale of unit 1 is cur-

rently pending. The two units at 68 are not yet finished. Exterior painting, trim and doors remain 

unfinished at this time. 

 

   
Environs of 66-68 Otis Street        Cambridge GIS 

 

C. Area Description 

 

The Jones-Hall houses were built in 1846 on the upward slope of Otis Street near the highest 

point of the upland that became the heart of East Cambridge. Because this block was considered 

valuable and held off the market when the area was first platted in 1811, the earliest houses date 

from the 1830s and 1840s; the latest was built in 1871. The cityôs first Catholic church the gran-
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ite Gothic Revival St. Johnôs Church designed by Richard Bond, was built in 1842 on the west-

ernmost lot of the block on the corner of Fourth (Sciarappa) Street. It was demolished in 1934 

and the site is now a playground. 

  

Of the freestanding houses on the block, 6 are wooden Greek Revival houses, 3 singles and 3 

doubles; the latest and by far the most elaborate are the Jones-Hall houses built in 1846. The sin-

gle Greek Revivals are located at 64 (1830s), 70 (1845), and 74 (1840) Otis on either side of the 

Jones-Hall houses and were typical sidehall plan houses set gable end to the street with fully ar-

ticulated Greek pediments. According to Sanborn maps, each originally had a columned porch 

across the front, but only 74 has retained its porch, although now with Queen Anne turned posts 

instead of the original classical columns. Number 70 was inappropriately altered in 1969 and has 

recently been remodeled in a contemporary style. The two Greek Revival double houses across 

the street at 73-75 and 67-69 Otis are among the oldest buildings on the block. Built by local car-

penter Abiel Goss in 1839, 67-69 is a particularly fine example of a double Greek Revival house 

with paired doorways with sidelights, a full entablature, and a one-story porch facing the street; it 

was restored in 1985-86.  

 

Later houses on the block were primarily constructed of brick, including the elegant Greek Re-

vival row at 55-61 Otis that William Hall built in 1851; the three-story double house at 80-82 

Otis with handsome oriel windows and incised brownstone trim; and the substantial Mansard 

double house at 63-67 Otis built in 1871 for Daniel Sortwell, a prosperous distiller and East 

Cambridge bank president. 

 

D. Context of this Designation Report 

 

The Jones-Hall houses were identified during the Commissionôs 1960s survey of East Cambridge 

as having exceptional significance both individually and as a contributing building in the sur-

rounding neighborhood. The East Cambridge National Register District, which is bounded by 

Cambridge and Spring streets from First to Fifth street, was listed in 1983 and includes a total of 

114 properties. 

 

While the building lost much of its ornamentation when asbestos siding was applied in the 

1940s, until recently it retained its original windows and some original sash. The renovation 

which began in 2016, began with removal of the siding back to the sheathing, removal of the 

original windows and sash, a reorganization of the façade, and removal of original cast iron ven-

tilators that had been covered by the siding. Only the pediments, entablatures, and paired entries 

in the frontispiece retained their historic integrity.  

 

A citizen petition requesting that the Historical Commission initiate a landmark petition was ac-

cepted on June 4, 2016 and confirmed by a second vote of the Commission at a public hearing on 

the matter on July 7, 2016. A Stop Work order was issued by the Inspectional Services Depart-

ment to assess compliance of the project with zoning regulations.   

 

Once the stop-work order was in place the developer agreed to preserve the decorative sidelights 

and transom, paneling, and all other details of both entrances, and to not install windows in the 

frieze on the third floor. The two new entries on each side would be placed behind the existing 
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front doors, rather than replacing them. The two existing doors themselves, which are not his-

toric, would be replaced with new doors in an appropriate pattern, and the vinyl floors in the en-

tries would be replaced with bluestone. Also, the developer agreed to delete two proposed base-

ment windows in the front foundation and submit a landscape plan for Commission approval. 

 

 
During construction, 2016 
 

 

 
Revised plans showing recessed entries to be restored 
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ISD approved the revised plans and lifted the stop-work order. Because the developer agreed to 

restore the remaining original features of the exterior and abandoned plans for any further exte-

rior changes staff did not require him to file an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 

resume work. Construction details of a foundation cap, vents, and utilities were approved by 

staff. 

 

The landmark study process protects a property under study for up to one year. That study period 

has expired and the Commission must now decide whether to forward the matter to the City 

Council with a recommendation for formal designation. 

 

    
Recessed entries at 66 (left) and 68 (right) June 2017. The trim and etched glass, where existing, has been pre-
served in place, but a replacement door has not yet been installed at 66. Finish carpentry and paint are incomplete. 

 

I. Description 

 

The Jones-Hall houses comprise a six-bay, gable-roofed 2½-story Greek Revival-style double 

house with a cross gable containing recessed paired entrances. Until the recent renovation it re-

tained its original windows and some of the original 6-over-6 and 6-over-9 wood sash. The ongo-

ing renovation has resulted in a loss of the chimneys, ventilators and old windows and a change 

to the location, number and proportion of window openings. 

 

The Jones-Hall houses were described in the Cambridge Historical Commissionôs 1988 publica-

tion, East Cambridge: 
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The best example of the exterior use of [ornament] in East Cambridge is 66-68 

Otis Street, which has elaborate moulded consoles on the entrance porch and win-

dows.  As originally built in 1846-47 by William Hall, a lumber dealer, and An-

drew Jones, a mason, this T-shaped house was the most elaborate double Greek 

Revival house in East Cambridge, combining both unusual ornament and stock 

Greek Revival elements.  Ornamentation was concentrated on the projecting en-

trance bay, which has monumental two-story corner pilasters with Ionic capitals 

and is surmounted by a Classical entablature and pediment; the ends of the house 

display the same treatment with corner pilasters and pediments.  The second-story 

windows on the entrance bay had the most elaborate detail, with pedimented caps 

supported by consoles and decorated rectangular panels above, while the second-

floor windows on the main part of the house had simpler pediments.  The long 

first-floor windows had projecting mouldings supported by similar decorative 

consoles.  This moulded material lasted for a century, proving that it was durable, 

but the facade of the house was unfortunately stripped of much of its original dec-

oration in the 1940s and covered with siding; only the recessed entrance, with 

paneled pilasters, decorative consoles, pediments, and entablatures, remains as ev-

idence of the house's former glory. (pp. 105-106) 

 

The photograph below shows the original pilasters, capitals, chimneys, ventilators, and windows. 

 
66-68 Otis Street, 1938             Roger Gilman photo, CHC 
 


